
 

 

John Donne  
The Extasie 
Where, like a pillow on a bed, 
A Pregnant banke swel’d up, to rest 
The violets reclining head, 
Sat we two, one anothers best; 
 
Our hands were firmely cimented 
With a fast balme, which thence did spring, 
Our eye-beames twisted, and did thred 
Our eyes, upon one double string. 
 
So to’entergraft our hands, as yet 
Was all the meanes to make us one, 
And pictures in our eyes to get 
Was all our propagation. 
 
As ‘twixt two equal Armies, Fate 
Suspends uncertaine victorie, 
Our soules, (which to advance their state, 
Were gone out,) hung ‘twixt her, and mee. 
 
And whil’st our soules negotiate there, 
Wee like sepulchrall statues lay; 
All day, the same our postures were, 
And wee said nothing, all the day. 
 
If any, so by love refin’d, 
That he soules language understood, 
And by good love were growen all minde, 
Within convenient distance stood, 
 
He (though he knew not which soule spake, 
Because both meant, both spake the same) 
Might thence a new concoction take, 
And part farre purer then he came. 
 
This Extasie doth unperplex 
(We said) and tell us what we love, 
Wee see by this, it was not sexe, 
Wee see, we saw not what did move: 
 
But as all severall soules containe 
Mixture of things, they know not what, 
Love, these mixt soules, doth mixe againe, 
And makes both one, each this and that. 
A single violet transplant, 
The strength, the colour, and the size, 
(All which before was poore, and scant,) 
Redoubles still, and multiplies. 
 
 

When love, with one another so 
Interinanimates two soules, 
That abler soule, which thence doth flow, 
Defects of lonelinesse controules. 
 
Wee then, who are this new soule, know, 
Of what we are compos’d, and made, 
For, th’Atomies of which we grow, 
Are soules, whom no change can invade. 
 
But O alas, so long, so farre 
Our bodies why doe wee forbeare? 
They’are ours, though they’are not wee, Wee are 
The’intelligences, they the spheare. 
 
We owe them thankes, because they thus, 
Did us, to us, at first convay, 
Yeelded their forces, sense, to us, 
Nor are drosse to us, but allay. 
 
On man heavens influence workes not so, 
But that it first imprints the ayre, 
Soe soule into the soule may flow, 
Though it to body first repaire. 
 
As our blood labours to beget 
Spirits, as like soules as it can, 
Because such fingers need to knit 
That subtile knot, which makes us man: 
 
So must pure lovers soules descend 
T’affections, and to faculties, 
Which sense may reach and apprehend, 
Else a great Prince in prison lies. 
 
To’our bodies turne wee then, that so 
Weake men on love reveal’d may looke; 
Loves mysteries in soules doe grow, 
But yet the body is his booke. 
 
And if some lover, such as wee, 
Have heard this dialogue of one, 
Let him still marke us, he shall see 
Small change, when we’are to bodies gone. 
 

 



 

 

Selections from the Holy Sonnets (1633) 
 
DIVINE MEDITATIONS 
 

I 
As due by many titles I resigne 
My selfe to thee, O God, first I was made 
By thee, and for thee, and when I was decay’d 
Thy blood bought that, the which before was thine, 
I am thy sonne, made with thy selfe to shine, 
Thy servant, whose paines thou hast still repaid, 
Thy sheepe, thine Image, and till I betray’d 
My selfe, a temple of thy Spirit divine; 
Why doth the devill then usurpe in mee? 
Why doth he steale nay ravish that’s thy right? 
Except thou rise and for thine owne worke fight, 
Oh I shall soone despaire, when I doe see 
That thou lov’st mankind well, yet wilt’not chuse me. 
And Satan hates mee, yet is loth to lose mee. 
 
2 
Oh my blacke Soule! now thou art summoned 
By sicknesse, deaths herald, and champion; 
Thou art like a pilgrim, which abroad hath done 
Treason, and durst not turne to whence hee is fled, 
Or like a thiefe, which till deaths doome be read, 
Wisheth himselfe delivered from prison; 
But damn’d and hal’d to execution, 
Wisheth that still he might be imprisoned; 
Yet grace, if thou repent, thou canst not lacke; 
But who shall give thee that grace to beginne? 
Oh make thy selfe with holy mourning blacke, 
And red with blushing, as thou art with sinne; 
Or wash thee in Christs blood, which hath this might 
That being red, it dyes red soules to white. 
 
3 
This is my playes last scene, here heavens appoint 
My pilgrimages last mile; and my race 
Idly, yet quickly runne, hath this last pace, 
My spans last inch, my minutes last point, 
And gluttonous death, will instantly unjoynt 
My body, and soule, and I shall sleepe a space, 
But my’ever-waking part shall see that face, 
Whose feare already shakes my every joynt: 
Then, as my soule, to’heaven her first seate, takes flight, 
And earth borne body, in the earth shall dwell, 
So, fall my sinnes, that all may have their right, 
To where they’are bred, and would presse me, to hell. 
Impute me righteous, thus purg’d of evill, 
For thus I leave the world, the flesh, the devill. 
 

4 
At the round earths imagin’d corners, blow 
Your trumpets, Angells, and arise, arise 
From death, you numberlesse infinities  
Of soules, and to your scattred bodies goe 
All whom, the flood did, and fire shall o’erthrow, 
All whom warre, dearth, age, agues, tyrannies, 
Despaire, law, chance, hath slaine, and you whose eyes, 
Shall behold God, and never tast deaths woe. 
But let them sleepe, Lord, and mee mourne a space, 
For, if above all these, my sinnes abound, 
‘Tis late to aske abundance of thy grace, 
When wee are there; here on this lowly ground, 
Teach mee how to repent; for that’s as good 
As if thou’hadst seal’d my pardon, with thy blood. 
 
5 
If poysonous mineralls, and if that tree, 
Whose fruit threw death on else immortall us, 
If lecherous goats, if serpents envious  
Cannot be damn’d; Alas; why should I bee? 
Why should intent or reason, borne in mee, 
Make sinnes, else equall, in mee, more heinous? 
And mercy being easie, and glorious  
To God, in his sterne wrath, why threatens hee? 
But who am I, that dare dispute with thee? 
O God, Oh! of thine onely worthy blood, 
And my teares, make a heavenly Lethean flood, 
And drowne in it my sinnes blacke m emorie; 
That thou remember them, some claime as debt, 
I thinke it mercy, if thou wilt forget. 
 
6 
Death be not proud, though some have called thee 
Mighty and dreadfull, for, thou art not soe, 
For, those, whom thou think’st, thou dost overthrow, 
Die not, poore death, nor yet canst thou kill mee; 
From rest and sleepe, which but thy pictures bee, 
Much pleasure, then from thee, much more must flow, 
And soonest our best men with thee doe goe, 
Rest of their bones, and soules deliverie. 
Thou art slave to Fate, chance, kings, and desperate men, 
And dost with poyson, warre, and sicknesse dwell. 
And poppie, or charmes can make us sleepe as well, 
And better then thy stroake; why swell’st thou then? 
One short sleepe past, we wake eternally, 
And death shall be no more, Death thou shalt die. 
 

 



 

 

 
7 
Spit in my face you Jewes, and pierce my side, 
Buffet, and scoffe, scourge, and crucifie mee, 
For I have sinn’d, and sinn’d, and onely hee, 
Who could do no iniquitie, hath dyed: 
But by my death can not be satisfied 
My sinnes, which passe the Jewes impiety: 
They kill’d once an inglorious man, but I 
Crucifie him daily, being now glorified. 
Oh let mee then, his strange love still admire: 
Kings pardon, but he bore our punishment. 
And Jacob came cloth’d in vile harsh attire 
But to supplant, and with gainful l intent: 
God cloth’d himselfe in vile mans flesh, that so 
Hee might be weake enough to suffer woe. 
 
8 
Why are wee by all creatures waited on? 
Why doe the prodigall elements supply 
Life and food to mee, being more pure then I, 
Simple, and further from corruption? 
Why brook’st thou, ignorant horse, subjection? 
Why dost thou bull, and bore so seelily 
Dissemble weaknesse, and by’one mans stroke die, 
Whose whole kinde, you might swallow and feed upon? 
Weaker I am, woe is mee, and worse then you, 
You have not sinn’d, nor need be timorous. 
But wonder at a greater wonder, for to us 
Created nature doth these things subdue, 
But their Creator, whom sin, nor nature tyed, 
For us, his Creatures, and his foes, hath dyed.  
 
9 
What if this present were the worlds last night? 
Marke in my heart, O Soule, where thou dost dwell, 
The picture of Christ crucified, and tell 
Whether that countenance can thee affright, 
Teares in his eyes quench the amasing light, 
Blood fills his frownes, which from his pierc’d head fell, 
And can that tongue adjudge thee unto hell, 
Which pray’d forgivenesse for his foes fierce spight? 
No, no; but as in my idolatrie 
I said to all my profane mistresses, 
Beauty, of pitty, foulnesse onely is 
A signe of rigour: so I say to thee, 
To wicked spirits are horrid shapes assign’d, 
This beauteous forme assures a pitious minde. 
 

10 
Batter my heart, three person’d God; for, you 
As yet but knocke, breathe, shine, and seeke to mend; 
That I may rise, and stand, o’erthrow mee,‘and bend 
Your force, to breake, blowe, burn and make me new. 
I, like an usurpt towne, to’another due, 
Labour to’admit you, but Oh, to no end, 
Reason your viceroy in mee, mee should defend, 
But is captiv’d, and proves weake or untrue, 
Yet dearely’ I love you,’ and would be loved faine, 
But am betroth’d unto your enemie, 
Divorce mee,‘untie, or breake that knot againe, 
Take mee to you, imprison mee, for I 
Except you’enthrall mee, never shall be free, 
Nor ever chast, except you ravish mee.  
 
11 
Wilt thou love God, as he thee! then digest, 
My Soule, this wholsome meditation, 
How God the Spirit, by Angels waited on 
In heaven, doth make his Temple in thy brest, 
The Father having begot a Sonne most blest, 
And still begetting, (for he ne’r begonne) 
Hath deign’d to chuse thee by adoption, 
Coheire to’his glory,‘and Sabbaths endlesse rest; 
And as a robb’d man, which by search doth finde 
His stolne stuffe sold, must lose or buy’it againe: 
The Sonne of glory came downe, and was slaine, 
Us whom he’had made, and Satan stolne, to unbinde. 
‘Twas much, that man was made like God before, 
But, that God should be made like man, much more. 
 
12 
Father, part of his double interest 
Unto thy kingdome, thy Sonne gives to mee, 
His joynture in the knottie Trinitie, 
Hee keepes, and gives to me his deaths conquest. 
This Lambe, whose death, with life the world hath blest, 
Was from the worlds beginning slaine, and he 
Hath made two Wills, which with the Legacie 
Of his and thy kingdome, doe thy Sonnes invest, 
Yet such are those laws, that men argue yet 
Whether a man those statutes can fulfill; 
None doth, but all-healing grace and Spirit, 
Revive againe what law and letter kill. 
Thy lawes abridgement, and thy last command 
Is all but love; Oh let that last Will stand!  
 

 
 



 

 

(1635) 
13 
Thou hast made me, And shall thy worke decay? 
Repaire me now, for now mine end doth haste, 
I runne to death, and death meets me as fast, 
And all my pleasures are like yesterday, 
I dare not move my dimme eyes any way, 
Despaire behind, and death before doth cast 
Such terrour, and my feebled flesh doth waste 
By sinne in it, which it t’wards hell doth weigh; 
Onely thou art above, and when towards thee 
By thy leave I can Iooke, I rise againe; 
But our old subtle foe so tempteth me, 
That not one houre my selfe I can sustaine, 
Thy grace may wing me to prevent his art 
And thou like Adamant draw mine iron heart. 
 
14 
O might those sighes and teares returne againe 
Into my breast and eyes, which I have spent, 
That I might in this holy discontent 
Mourne with some fruit, as I have mourn’d in vaine; 
In mine Idolatry what showres of raine 
Mine eyes did waste? what griefs my heart did rent? 
That sufferance was my sinne I now repent, 
‘Cause I did suffer I must suffer Paine. 
Th’hydroptique drunkard, and night-scouting thiefe, 
The itchy Lecher, and selfe tickling proud 
Have the remembrance of past joyes, for reliefe 
Of comming ills. To (poore) me is allow’d 
No ease; for, long, yet vehement griefe hath beene 
Th’effect and cause, the punishment and sinne. 
 
15 
I am a little world made cunningly 
Of Elements, and an Angelike spright, 
But black sinne hath betraid to endlesse night 
My worlds both parts, and (oh) both parts must die. 
You which beyond that heaven which was most high 
Have found new sphears, and of new lands can write, 
Powre new seas in mine eyes, that so I might 
Drowne my world with my weeping earnestly, 
Or wash it if i t must be drown’d no more: 
But oh it must be burnt, alas the fire 
Of lust and envie have burnt it heretofore, 
And made it fouler; Let their flames retire, 
And burne me O Lord, with a fiery zeale 
Of thee and thy house, which doth in eating heale. 
 
 

16 
If faithfull soules be alike glorifi’d 
As Angels, then my fathers soule doth see, 
And adds this even to full felicitie, 
That valiantly I hels wide mouth o’rstride: 
But if our mindes to these soules be descry’d 
By circumstances, and by signes that be 
Apparent in us, not immediately, 
How shall my mindes white truth by them be try’d? 
They see idolatrous lovers weepe and mourne, 
And vile blasphemous Conjurers to call 
On Jesus name, and Pharisaicall 
Dissemblers feigne devotion. Then turne 
O pensive soule, to God, for he knowes best 
Thy true griefe, for he put it in my breast. 
 
17 
Since she whome I lovd, hath payd her last debt 
To Nature, and to hers, and my good is dead, 
And her Soule early into heaven ravished, 
Wholy in heavenly things my mind is sett. 
Here the admyring her my mind did whett 
To seeke thee God; so streames do shew the head, 
But though I have found thee, and thou my thirst hast fed, 
A holy thirsty dropsy melts mee yett. 
But why should I begs more Love, when as thou 
Dost woe my soule for hers; offring all thine:  
And dost not only feare least I allow 
My Love to Saints and Angels, things divine, 
But in thy tender jealosy dost doubt 
Least the World, fleshe, yea Devill putt thee out. 
 
18 
Show me deare Christ, thy spouse, so bright and cleare. 
What, is it she, which on the other shore 
Goes richly painted? or which rob’d and tore 
Laments and mournes in Germany and here? 
Sleepes she a thousand, then peepes up one yeare? 
Is she selfe truth and errs? now new, now outwore? 
Doth she, ‘and did she, and shall she evermore 
On one, on seaven, or on no hill appeare? 
Dwells she with us, or like adventuring knights  
First travaile we to seeke and then make Love? 
Betray kind husband thy spouse to our sights, 
And let myne amorous soule court thy mild Dove, 
Who is most trew, and pleasing to thee, then 
When she’is embrac’d and open to most men. 
 

19 
Oh, to vex me, contraryes meete in one: 
Inconstancy unnaturally hath begott 
A constant habit; that when I would not 
I change in vowes, and in devotione. 
As humorous is my contritione 
As my prophane love, and as soone forgott: 
As ridlingly distemperd, cold and hott, 
As praying, as mute; as infinite, as none. 

 

 
I durst not view heaven yesterday; and to day 
In prayers, and flattering speaches I court God: 
To morrow I quake with true feare of his rod. 
So my devout fitts come and go away 
Like a fantastique Ague: save that here 
Those are my best dayes, when I shake with feare. 



 

 

George Herbert 
 

The Altar 
A  broken   A L T A R,  Lord,  thy  servant  reares, 
Made  of  a  heart,  and  cemented  with   teares: 
Whose  parts  are as   thy  hand did frame; 
No workmans tool hath touch’d the same. 

A    H E A R T     alone 
Is    such    a     stone, 
As      nothing      but 
Thy  pow’r doth  cut. 
Wherefore each part 
Of   my   hard   heart 
Meets  in  this  frame, 
To  praise thy  Name; 

That,   if   I   chance   to   hold   my   peace, 
These stones to praise thee may not cease. 
O  let  thy   blessed   S A C  R  I  F  I C E   be  mine, 
And    sanctifie   this    A  L  T  A  R   to   be   thine. 
 
 
Antiphon [I] 
Chorus:   
Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing, 
My God and King. 
 
Verse: 
The Heavens are not too high, 
His praise may thither fly. 
The Earth is not too Low, 
His praises there may grow. 
 
Chorus: 
Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing, 
My God and King. 
 
Verse: 
The Church with psalmes must shout, 
No dore can keepe them out. 
But above all the heart 
Must be/are the longest part. 
 
Chorus:   
Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing, 
My God and King. 
 
 

The Pulley 
When God at first made man, 
Having a glasse of blessings standing by; 
Let us (sayd he) powre on him all we can: 
Let the worlds riches, which dispersed ly, 
Contract into a span. 
 
So strength first made a way, 
Then Beauty flow’d, then Wisedome, Honour, Pleasure: 
When almost all was out, God made a stay, 
Perceiving that alone of all his treasure, 
Rest in the bottome lay. 
 
For if I should (sayd he) 
Bestow this Jewell also on my creature, 
He would adore my guifts in stead of mee, 
And rest in Nature, not the God of Nature. 
So both should loosers bee. 
 
Yet let him keepe the rest, 
But keepe them with repining restlesnes: 
Let him be rich and weary; that at least 
If Goodnes lead him not, yet wearines 
May tosse him to my Brest. 
 
Jordan [I] 
Who sayes that fictions onely and false haire 
Become a verse? Is there in truth, no beauty? 
Is all good structure in a winding staire? 
May no lines passe except they doe their duty, 
Not to a true but painted Chaire? 
 
Is it no verse except inchanted groves 
And suddaine Arbours shaddow course-spunne lines? 
Must purling streames refresh a lovers loves? 
Must all be vaild, while he, that reads, divines, 
Catching the sense at two removes? 
 
Shepards are honest people, let them sing: 
Riddle who list for mee, and pull for prime: 
I envy no mans Nightingale or spring 
Nor let them punish mee with losse of rime 
Who plainely say, My God, My King. 
 

 



 

 

 
The Search 
Whither, o, whither art thou fled 
My Lord, My Love? 
My searches are my dayly bred, 
Yet never prove. 

 
Bitter-sweet 
Ah my deere angry Lord, 
Since thou dost love, yet strike, 
Cast downe, yet help afford, 
Sure I will doe the like. 
 
I will complaine, yet praise: 
I will bewaile, approove: 
And all my sowre-sweet daies  
I will lament, and love. 

 
Love {III} 
Love bad mee welcome. Yet my soule drew back 
Guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-ey’d Love observing mee grow slack 
From my first entrance in, 
Drew neerer to mee, sweetly questioning, 
If I lack’d any thing. 
 
A guest, I answer’d, worthy to be heere: 
Love said, you shalbe he. 
I the unkind, ungratefull! Ah my Deere 
I cannot looke on thee. 
Love tooke my hand, and smiling did reply, 
Who made the eyes but I? 
 
Truth Lord, but I have marrd them: Let my shame 
Goe, where it doth deserve. 
And know you not sayes Love, who bore the blame? 
My Deere, then I will serve. 
You must sitt downe sayes Love, and tast my meat: 
So I did sitt and eat. 
 

Discipline 
Throw away thy rod, 
Throw away thy wrath: 
O my God, 
Take the gentle path. 
 
For my hearts desire 
Unto thine is bent: 
I aspire 
To a full consent. 
 
Not a word or looke 
I affect to owne, 
But by booke 
And thy booke alone. 
 
Though I faile, I weepe: 
Though I halt in pace, 
Yet I creepe 
To the Throne of grace. 
 
Then let wrath remove; 
Love will doe the deed 
For with Love 
Stony hearts will bleed.  
 
Love is swift of foot, 
Love’s a man of warre, 
And can shoot, 
And can hitt from farre. 
Who can scape his bow? 
That, which wrought on thee, 
Brought thee low, 
Needs must worke on mee. 
 
Throw away thy rod; 
Though man frailties hath, 
Thou art God: 
Throw away thy wrath. 

 



 

 

Henry Vaughan 
 

Regeneration 
A Ward, and still in bonds, one day 
I stole abroad, 
It was high-spring, and all the way 
Primros’d, and hung with shade; 
Yet, was it frost within, 
And surly winds  
Blasted my infant buds, and sinne 
Like Clouds ecclips’d my mind. 
 
2 
Storm’d thus; I straight perceiv’d my spring 
Meere stage, and show, 
My walke a monstrous, mountain’d thing 
Rough-cast with Rocks, and snow; 
And as a Pilgrims Eye 
Far from reliefe, 
Measures the melancholy skye 
Then drops, and rains for griefe, 
 
3 
So sigh’d I upwards still, at last 
‘Twixt steps, and falls  
I reach’d the pinacle, where plac’d 
I found a paire of scales, 
I tooke them up and layd 
In th’one late paines, 
The other smoake, and pleasures weigh’d 
But prov’d the heavier graines; 
 
4 
With that, some cryed, Away; straight I 
Obey’d, and led 
Full East, a faire, fresh field could spy 
Some call’d it, Jacobs Bed; 
A Virgin-soile, which no 
Rude feet ere trod, 
Where (since he stept there,) only go 
Prophets, and friends of God. 
 
5 
Here, I repos’d; but scarse well set, 
A grove descryed 
Of stately height, whose branches met 
And mixt on every side; 
I entred, and once in 
(Amaz’d to see’t,) 
Found all was chang’d, and a new spring 
Did all my senses greet; 

6 
The unthrift Sunne shot vitall gold 
A thousand peeces, 
And heaven its azure did unfold 
Checqur’d with snowie fleeces, 
The aire was all in spice 
And every bush 
A garland wore; Thus fed my Eyes 
But all the Eare lay hush. 
 
7 
Only a little Fountain lent 
Some use for Eares, 
And on the dumbe shades language spent 
The Musick of her teares; 
I drew here neere, and found 
The Cisterne full  
Of divers stones, some bright, and round 
Others ill-shap’d, and dull. 
 
8 
The first (pray marke,) as quick as light 
Danc’d through the floud, 
But, th’last more heavy then the night 
Nail’d to the Center stood; 
I wonder’d much, but tyr’d 
At last with thought, 
My restless Eye that still desir’d, 
As strange an object brought; 
 
9 
It was a banke of flowers, where I descried 
(Though ‘twas mid-day,) 
Some fast asleepe, others broad-eyed 
And taking in the Ray, 
Here musing long, I heard 
A rushing wind 
Which still increas’d, but whence it stirr’d 
No where I could not find; 
 
10 
I turn’d me round, and to each shade 
Dispatch’d an Eye, 
To see, if any leafe had made 
Least motion, or Reply, 
But while I listning sought 
My mind to ease 
By knowing, where ‘twas, or where not, 
It whisper’d; Where I please. 
Lord, then said I, On me one breath, 
And let me dye before my death! 

 



 

 

 
Religion 
My God, when I waIke in those groves, 
And leaves thy spirit doth still fan, 
I see in each shade that there growes  
An Angell talking with a man. 
 
Under a Juniper, some house, 
Or the coole Mirtles canopie, 
Others beneath an Oakes greene boughs, 
Or at some fountaines bubling Eye; 
 
Here Jacob dreames, and wrestles; there 
Elias by a Raven is fed, 
Another time by th’ Angell, where 
He brings him water with his bread; 
 
In Abr’hams Tent the winged guests 
(O how familiar then was heaven!) 
Eate, drinke, discourse, sit downe, and rest 
Untill the Coole, and shady Even; 
 
Nay thou thy selfe, my God, in fjre, 
Whir/e-winds, and Clouds, and the soft voice 
Speak’st there so much, that I admire 
We have no Conf’rence in these daies; 
 
Is the truce broke? or ‘cause we have 
A mediatour now with thee, 
Doest thou therefore old Treaties wave 
And by appeales from him decree? 
 
Or is’t so, as some green heads say 
That now all miracles must cease? 
Though thou hast promis’d they should stay 
The tokens of the Church, and peace; 
 

No, no; Religion is a Spring 
That from some secret, golden Mine 
Derives her birth, and thence doth bring 
Cordials in every drop, and Wine; 
 
But in her long, and hidden Course 
Passing through the Earths darke veines, 
Growes still from better unto worse, 
And both her taste, and colour staines, 
 
Then drilling on, learnes to encrease 
False Ecchoes, and Confused sounds, 
And unawares doth often seize 
On veines of Sulphur under ground; 
 
So poison’d, breaks forth in some Clime, 
And at first sight doth many please, 
But drunk, is puddle, or meere slime 
And ‘stead of Phisick, a disease; 
 
Just such a tainted sink we have 
Like that Samaritans dead Well, 
Nor must we for the Kernell crave 
Because most voices like the shell. 
 
Heale then these waters, Lord; or bring thy flock 
Since these are troubled, to the springing rock, 
Looke downe great Master of the feast; O shine, 
And turn once more our Water into Wine! 
 
Cant. cap. 4. ver. 12 , 
My sister, my spouse is as a garden Inclosed, as a Spring 
shut up, and a fountain sealed up. 
 

 

Vanity of Spirit 
Quite spent with thoughts I left my Cell, and lay 
Where a shrill spring tun’d to the early day. 
I beg’d here long, and gron’d to know 
Who gave the Clouds so brave a bow, 
Who bent the spheres, and circled in 
Corruption with this glorious Ring, 
What is his name, and how I might 
Descry some part of his great light. 
I summon’d nature: peirc’d through all her store, 
Broke up some seales, which none had touch’d before, 
Her wombe, her bosome, and her head. 
Where all her secrets lay a bed 
I rifled quite, and having past 
Through all the Creatures, came at last 
To search my selfe, where I did find 
Traces, and sounds of a strange kind. 
 

Here of this  mighty spring, I found some drills, 
With Ecchoes beaten from th’ eternall hills; 
Weake beames, and fires flash’d to my sight, 
Like a young East, or Moone-shine night, 
Which shew’d me in a nook cast by 
A peece of much antiquity, 
With Hyerogliphicks quite dismembred, 
And broken letters scarce remembred. 
I tooke them up, and (much Joy’d,) went about 
T’ unite those peeces, hoping to find out 
The mystery; but this neer done, 
That little light I had was gone: 
It griev’d me much. At last, said I, 
Since in these veyls my Ecclips’d Eye 
 May not approach thee, (for at night 
Who can have commerce with the light?) 
I’le disapparell, and to buy 
But one half glaunce, most gladly dye. 

 



 

 

 
The World 
I Saw Eternity the other night 
Like a great Ring of pure and endless light,  
All calm, as it was bright, 
And round beneath it, Time in hours, days, years 
Driv’n by the spheres  
Like a vast shadow mov’d, In which the world 
And all her train were hurl’d; 
The doting Lover in his queintest strain 
Did their Complain, 
Neer him, his Lute, his fancy, and his flights, 
Wits sour delights, 
With gloves, and knots the silly snares of pleasure 
Yet his dear Treasure 
All scatter’d lay, while he his eys did pour 
Upon a flowr. 
 
2 
The darksome States -man hung with weights and woe 
Like a thick midnight-fog mov’d there so slow 
He did not stay, nor go; 
Condemning thoughts (like sad Ecclipses) scowl 
Upon his soul, 
And Clouds of crying witnesses without 
Pursued him with one shout. 
Yet dig’d the Mole, and lest his ways be found 
Workt under ground, 
Where he did Clutch his prey, but one did see 
That policie, 
Churches and altars fed him, Perjuries  
Were gnats and flies, 
It rain’d about him bloud and tears, but he 
Drank them as free. 
 

3 
The fearfull miser on a heap of rust 
Sate pining all his life there, did scarce trust 
His own hands with the dust, 
Yet would not place one peece above, but lives 
In feare of theeves. 
Thousands there were as frantick as himself 
And hug’d each one his pelf, 
The down-right Epicure plac’d heav’n in sense 
And scornd pretence 
While others slipt into a wide Excesse 
Said little lesse; 
The weaker sort slight, triviall wares Inslave 
Who think them brave, 
And poor, despised truth sate Counting by 
Their victory. 
 
4 
Yet some, who all this while did weep and sing, 
And sing, and weep, soar’d up into the Ring, 
But most would use no wing. 
O fools (said I,) thus to prefer dark night 
Before true light, 
To live in pots, and caves, and hate the day 
Because it shews the way, 
The way which from this dead and dark abode 
Leads up to God, 
A way where you might tread the Sun, and be 
More bright than he. 
But as I did their madnes so discusse 
One whisper’d thus, 
This Ring the Bride-groome did for none provide 
But for his bride. 
 

 



 

 

 
[I walkt the other day (to spend my hour)] 
I walkt the other day (to spend my hour,) 
Into a field 
Where I sometimes had seen the soil to yield 
A gallant flowre, 
But Winter now had ruffled all the bowre 
And curious store 
I knew there heretofore. 
 
2 
Yet I whose search lov’d not to peep and peer 
I’th’ face of things  
Thought with my self, there might be other springs  
Besides this here 
Which, like cold friends, sees us but once a year, 
And so the flowre 
Might have some other bowre. 
 
3 
Then taking up what I could neerest spie 
I digg’d about 
That place where I had seen him to grow out, 
And by and by 
I saw the warm Recluse alone to lie 
Where fresh and green 
He lived of us unseen. 
 
4 
Many a question Intricate and rare 
Did I there strow, 
But all I could extort was, that he now 
Did there repair 
Such losses as befel him in this air 
And would e’r long 
Come forth most fair and young. 
 
5 
This past, I threw the Clothes quite o’r his head, 
And stung with fear 
Of my own frailty dropt down many a tear 
Upon his bed, 
Then sighing whisper’d, Happy are the dead! 
What peace doth now 
Rock him asleep below? 
 
 

6 
And yet, how few believe such doctrine springs  
From a poor root 
Which all the Winter sleeps here under foot 
And hath no wings  
To raise it to the truth and light of things, 
But is stil trod 
By ev’ry wandring clod. 
 
7 
O thou! whose spirit did at first inflame 
And warm the dead, 
And by a sacred Incubation fed 
With life this frame 
Which once had neither being, forme, nor name, 
Grant I may so 
Thy steps track here below, 
 
8 
That in these Masques and shadows I may see 
Thy sacred way, 
And by those hid ascents climb to that day 
Which breaks from thee 
Who art in all things, though invisibly; 
Shew me thy peace, 
Thy mercy, love, and ease, 
 
9 
And from this Care, where dreams and sorrows raign 
Lead me above 
Where Light, Joy, Leisure, and true Comforts move 
Without all pain, 
There, hid in thee, shew me his life again 
At whose dumbe urn 
Thus all the year I mourn. 



 

 

 
The Night 
John 3.2. 
 
Through that pure Virgin-shrine, 
That sacred vail drawn o’r thy glorious noon, 
That men might look and live as Glo-worms shine, 
And face the Moon: 
Wise Nicodemus saw such light 
As made him know his God by night. 
 
Most blest believer he! 
Who in that land of darkness and blinde eyes 
Thy long expected healing wings could see, 
When thou didst rise, 
And what can never more be done, 
Did at mid-night speak with the Sun! 
 
O who will tell me, where 
He found thee at that dead and silent hour! 
What hallow’d solitary ground did bear 
So rare a flower, 
Within whose sacred leafs did lie 
The fulness of the Deity. 
 
No mercy-seat of gold, 
No dead and dusty Cherub, nor carv’d stone, 
But his own living works did my Lord hold 
And lodge alone; 
Where trees and herbs did watch and peep 
And wonder, while the Jews did sleep. 
 

 
Dear night! this worlds defeat, 
The stop to busie fools; cares check and curb; 
The day of Spirits; my souls calm retreat 
Which none disturb! 
Christs* progress, and his prayer time; 
The hours to which high Heaven doth chime. 
 
Gods silent, searching flight: 
When my Lords head is fill’d with dew, and all 
His locks are wet with the clear drops of night; 
His still, soft call; 
His knocking time; The souls dumb watch, 
When Spirits their fair kinred catch. 
 
Were all my loud, evil days 
Calm and unhaunted as is thy dark Tent, 
Whose peace but by some Angels wing or voice 
Is seldom rent; 
Then I in Heaven all the long year 
Would keep, and never wander here. 
 
But living where the Sun 
Doth all things wake, and where all mix and tyre 
Themselves and others, I consent and run 
To ev’ry myre, 
And by this worlds ill-guiding light, 
Erre more then I can do by night. 
 
There is in God (some say) 
A deep, but dazling darkness; As men here 
Say it is late and dusky, because they 
See not all clear; 
O for that night! where I in him 
Might live invisible and dim. 
 
*Mark, chap. I. 31. Luke, chap. 21.37. 
 

 
  
 



 

 

Robert Herrick 
His Confession 
Look how our foule Dayes do exceed our faire; 
And as our bad, more then our good Works are: 
Ev’n so those Lines, pen’d by my wanton Wit, 
Treble the number of these good I’ve writ. 
Things precious are least num’rous: Men are prone 
To do ten Bad, for one Good Action. 

 
His Payer for Absolution 
For Those my unbaptized Rhimes, 
Writ in my wild unhallowed Times; 
For every sentence, clause and word, 
That’s not inlaid with Thee, (my Lord) 
Forgive me God, and blot each Line 
Out of my Book, that is not Thine. 
But if, ‘mongst all, thou find’st here one 
Worthy thy Benediction; 
That One of all the rest, shall be 
The Glory of my Work, and Me. 

 
To finde God 
Weigh me the Fire; or, canst thou find 
A way to measure out the Wind; 
Distinguish all those Floods that are 
Mixt in that watrie Theater; 
And tast thou them as saltlesse there, 
As in their Channell first they were. 
Tell me the People that do keep 
Within the Kingdomes of the Deep; 
Or fetch me back that Cloud againe, 
Beshiver’d into seeds of Raine; 
Tell me the motes, dust, sands, and speares  
Of Corn, when Summer shakes his eares; 
Shew me that world of Starres, and whence 
They noiselesse spill their Influence: 
This if thou canst; then shew me Him  
That rides the glorious Cherubim . 

 
What God is 
God is above the sphere of our esteem, 
And is the best known, not defining Him. 
 
Upon God 
God is not onely said to be 
An Ens, but Supraentitie. 
 

Mercy and Love 
God hath two wings, which He doth ever move, 
The one is Mercy, and the next is Love: 
Under the first the Sinners ever trust; 
And with the last he still directs the Just. 
 
Gods Anger without Affection 
God when He’s angry here with any one, 
His wrath is free from perturbation; 
And when we think His looks are sowre and grim, 
The alteration is in us, not Him. 
 
God not to be comprehended 
‘Tis hard to finde God, but to comprehend 
Him, as He is, is labour without end. 
 
To God [I] 
Make, make me Thine, my gracious God, 
Or with thy staffe, or with thy rod; 
And be the blow too what it will, 
Lord, I will kisse it, though it kill: 
Beat me, bruise me, rack me, rend me, 
Yet, in torments, I’le commend Thee: 
Examine me with fire, and prove me 
To the full, yet I will love Thee: 
Nor shalt thou give so deep a wound, 
But I as patient will be found. 
 
Neutrality loathsome 
God will have all, or none; serve Him, or fall 
Down before Baal, Bel, or Belia!: 
Either be hot, or cold: God doth despise, 
 
To God [II] 
God is all-sufferance here; here He doth show 
No Arrow nockt, onely a stringlesse Bow: 
His Arrowes flie; and all his stones are hurl’d 
Against the wicked, in another world. 
Abhorre, and spew out all Neutralities. 
 

His Creed 
I do believe, that die I must, 
And be return’d from out my dust: 
I do believe, that when I rise, 
Christ I shall see, with these same eyes: 
I do believe, that I must come, 
With others, to the dreadfull Doome: 
I do believe, the bad must goe 

 

From thence, to everlasting woe: 
I do believe, the good, and I, 
Shall live with Him eternally: 
I do believe, I shall inherit 
Heaven, by Christs mercies, not my merit: 
I do believe, the One in Three, 
And Three in perfect Unitie: 
Lastly that JESUS is a Deed 
Of Gift from God: And heres my Creed. 

 


